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N CLASS IN TWO STATES 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


The passengers that use the local Bacchus Marsh service 
would have to be the most hardy to use a V/Line service. 
Their rollingstock varies from 1928 built DERMs up to 
the modern P class and H sets. With about one-third of 
the service timetabled for a railmotor, roadcoaches are 
regularly used as the motors are becoming more prone to 
failure. Even though it is only 51 km to Bacchus Marsh 
with the first 20 km double line, the other 31 kmcan bea 
train controller’s nightmare. The local services vary from 
60 to 73 minutes in running time and you only need one 
train on the line out of sequence to throw his graph into 
confusion. To overcome the problem is a problem. While 
the old rollingstock is gradually being replaced there does 
not appear to be an easy solution to reducing the running 
times. Duplicating the line will not necessarily mean 
shorter running times as the people of Sunbury will pro- 
bably agree. Perhaps electrification could be the answer 
together with an island platform at Melton to reduce the 
crossing times at this location. Only time will tell. 


Front Cover: The fireman on X31 watches the booster 
as his job is nearly over as 31 tops the grade at Heath- 


cote Junction on an Up Seymour - Melbourne goods. 
(John Buckland) 


Newsrail would like to thank John Buckland for 
allowing us to reproduce his article from Bulletin 
No. 342, 1966 on The History of the C Class. 
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Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
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illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
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Opposite above: (Victoria) N450 on a Down Thomas- 
town goods passing under Sydney Rd Bridge, North 
Carlton. 9.12.59. 


Opposite below: (South Australia) Former VR N465 sold 
to the SAR, was the first of ten in service as 750 Class 
No.753 in January 1951. Shown here with a Mile End - 
Port Adelaide goods near North Adelaide 27.5.57. (Both 
photos Des Jowett) 
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The History of the 


The withdrawal from service in March and April 1962 
of the last two C class 2-8-0 heavy freight locomotives 
of the Victorian Railways brought to an end another 
era in steam locomotion. 

The C class heavy Consolidations, numbering 26 
engines, were built at Newport Workshops between 
1918 and 1926 and the design was subsequently 
modernised and developed as 2-8-2 Mikado-type, 
designated the X class, of which 29 were built at 
Newport between 1929 and 1947. To these might even 
be added the lone H class 4-8-4, the sole example of 
this wheel arrangement on the Victorian Railways, 
which, although designed nominally as an express 
passenger locomotive, spent most of its working life in 
heavy freight haulage. 

When standard designs of steam locomotives for the 
Victorian Railways were decided upon during the Tait 
regime (1903-1910), among the types included was a 
heavy 2-8-0, designed exclusively for main line freight 
traffic. 

Before such powerful locomotives could be 
introduced, a long programme of strengthening tracks, 
underline bridges and structures was embarked upon 
and these projects were, no doubt, delayed by World 
War 1, as were so many others, including the 
Melbourne suburban electrification. 

In 1914, the heaviest and most powerful locomo- 
tives available were the already ubiquitous Stephenson 
A2 class 4-6-0s, with 16.9 tons axle-loading and 
developing 25,150 Ib starting tractive effort in their 
original non-superheater form. 

With steady progress being made on the track 
strengthening programme, authority was given in 1915 
for the Chief Mechanical Engineer to prepare designs 
and specifications for a pattern 2-8-0 locomotive (ten- 
tatively designated H class), with axle-loading not to 
exceed 18.5 tons. 

To quote the Victorian Railways’ annual report for 
the year ended 20th June 1915: ‘‘In view of the 
increasing demand for locomotive power in connection 
with goods traffic on our principal main lines, it is con- 
sidered that locomotives of the Consolidation type can 
now be employed with advantage and economy and it 
is intended to construct a pattern locomotive at the 
Newport Workshops’’. 
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V.R. C CLASS (Arter CONVERSION TO OIL-BURNING) 
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C Class 


This was the first public reference made to the sub- 
sequent completion, on the 9th March 1918, of the 
first of the new locomotives, (now designated as C 
class), which, at the time, was the heaviest, largest and 
most powerful locomotive in the Australian Common- 
wealth. 


For load haulage rating purposes, the C class was 
reckoned at 75% more powerful than the original non- 
superheater A2 class and this was achieved with but a 
small increase in total weight and within the 18.5 ton 
axle-load limit imposed by the track and bridges. 


JOHN BUCKLAND 


General Description 


Designed under the supervision of the then Victorian 
Railways’ Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr W M Shan- 
non (1912-1919), by Mr A E Smith, Assistant CME — 
who was also responsible for the basic design of the A2 
and, subsequently, the original K (1922), N (1925 and 
S class (1928) — the pattern C class represented a 
substantial gain as regards size, boiler capacity and 
power, with a modest increase in weight, over the A2 
class (even then frequently employed in goods traffic) 
and a still larger increase on the RY/Y class 0-6-0’s, 
the V class 2-8-0’s (which latter, nominally, at least, 
were light-lines power) and the DD class 4-6-0’s. 

The pattern engine was given the road number of 1, 
thus inaugurating a renumbering or numerical group- 
ing scheme involving more than half the then existing 
locomotive power. This programme continued fitfully, 
at intervals through nearly three decades, resulting in 
confusion and duplication of numbers probably with- 
out parallel on any other world railway system! 


The provision, for the first time, of cast-iron cab- 
side combined class-letter and number plates also 
established a precedent for new road locomotives, 
except certain shunting power. It is pertinent to remark 
that, even after more than 40 years, none of the then 
extant A2 or DD classes was ever provided with side 
numbers, officially, at least. 


No. Cl was a handsome locomotive by any stan- 
dards, with a large diameter boiler, wide cab, high plat- 
forms clear of the driving wheels and a bogie tender. 
Its two outside 22” diameter cylinders, with 28" stroke, 
were supplied with superheated steam through 10” 
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55'2%" 


G5’/3" 
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C26 in original condition at North Melbourne, about 1935. (John Buckland) 


diameter piston valves, actuated by Walschaert’s valve 
gear with 4°” travel in full gear. 

With 60” nominal diameter driving wheels and 200 
_ Ib boiler pressure, the locomotive developed a starting 
tractive effort (85% boiler pressure) of 37,400 Ib. 
Official Victorian Railways’ tractive effort figures, 
_ which were originally quoted for the 80% rating, were 
not, as might be surmised, for a non-superheater 
engine but equivalent thereto, because Victorian Rail- 
way’s Officials at the time (1918 onwards) did not con- 
sider the early superheated locomotives had any 
increased capacity over the saturated type. 

With the early superheaters, what was gained in 
temperature of steam was very largely lost in mean 
effective pressure (MEP) in the cylinders, due to the 
excessively long and small diameter superheater ele- 
ments at first used, causing high internal resistance to 
steam flow. 

The in-service weight was kept to 128.2 tons, with 
18.5 tons maximum axle-loading, a figure which was 
acceptable to the Way and Works Branch. 

The boiler, of exceptional dimensions for the Vic- 
torian Railways in those days, had a parallel barrel, 15’ 
6” in length between tube plates and 5’ 6” diameter, 
carrying 173 2" tubes and 24 5% flue tubes, housing a 
24-element Robinson superheater. The safety valves, 
mounted over the firebox, were of Ramsbottom pat- 
tern in a neat housing. The whistle was a brass Vic- 
torian Railways’ hooter. 

The Belpaire-type firebox, 9' 7" long and narrow 
enough to fit between the frames, had 32 square feet 
of grate area. The boiler centreline was pitched 9’ 
above rail level. 

As built, the heating surface of the original C class 
boiler was comprised of 173 square feet in the firebox 
(which remained almost unchanged), 1879 square feet 
for tubes and flues, plus another 369 square feet 
superheater surface, making a combined total of 2421 
square feet. These figures have been modified at inter- 
vals, mainly due to alterations to the superheater ele- 
ments, until the final figures for what became the stan- 
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dard C class replacement all steel boiler, designed as 
recently as 1946, are as shown in column “‘G”’ in the 
table on page 327. 


Equipment Details 

The pattern engine was fitted with a Flaman speed 
indicator and recorder, shaft-driven through a gearbox 
and crank off the trailing left-side coupling rod, Detroit 
five-feed lubricator for valves, cylinders and air com- 
pressor, Armstrong oilers for horn cheeks, Victorian 
Railways’ standard (Gresham & Craven pattern) lift- 
ing injectors, Klinger reflex gauge glasses and UK 
metallic packing for valves and pistons. 

Castings were of all Australian manufacture and the 
boiler and firebox were lagged with magnesia, except 
for the upper firebox backplate. The ashpan door slides 
were compressed air operated, while the air-com- 
pressor exhaust (in No. Cl initally) was used to blow 
ashes from the ashpan under the Galloway-Hill-type 
firegrate. No. Cl was also fitted, originally, with an ash 
ejector to flush out the smokebox. 

Under the system of percentage power ratings then 
in use, No. Cl was rated at 210% (later reduced to 
205%), which figure was incorporated in a new rec- 
tangular builder’s plate on the cab sides under the 
number plates. 

Full details of this engine-load rating system, long 
since abandoned by the Victorian Railways, were given 
by the author in articles published in Bulletins Nos. 138 
and 139 (April and May 1949). 

To recapitulate briefly, the DD class engine, with a 
tractive effort of approximately 20,000 lb, was taken as 
the ‘“‘standard 100%”’ for load-hauling capacity, with 
less powerful or more powerful locomotives equated as 
less or more accordingly. 

The then most powerful locomotive (A2 class) was 
rated as 130% for the superheater version, which could 
take a goods load of 350 tons up a | in 50 ruling grade. 
The 205% C class load, on the same ruling grade was 
555 tons. On flat country, such as over the plains, the 
C class could haul a theoretical maximum load up to 
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1600 tons, then virtually the upper limit possible with 
the old pattern draft gear. 

Because of the weight and, particularly, axle-load- 
ing, the track and bridge strengthening programme, 
previously referred to, was initially on the sections 
from Woodend to Melbourne, on the main line, 
Footscray to Williamstown, Sunshine to Newport and, 
later, Melbourne to Seymour and Woodend - Bendigo 
lines. 

It is quite apparent that such a powerful locomotive 
was a valuable asset in meeting the constantly increas- 
ing main line freight traffic and increasing line capacity 
besides reducing double-heading. 

After the usual preliminary testing, No. Cl began 
regular running between Melbourne and Seymour on 
the North-Eastern main line in the Winter of 1918, 
during which time it was used for comparative tests 
against both superheater and non-superheater A2 and 
DD class 4-6-0’s, over both of which classes the new 
locomotive soon demonstrated its superior economy 
and load hauling capacity. 

The locomotives actually concerned in these com- 
parative trials against the newcomer were A2 class 
Nos. 938 (Schmidt superheater), 820 (Robinson 
superheater) and 942 (non-superheater) and DD class 
Nos. 1031 (Schmidt) and 896 (non-superheater). The 
numbers quoted in each case were the original pre- 
1923 numbers. 

Mileage run by No. Cl during the year 1918-19 
totalled 31,615. This engine had completed 1,155,167 
miles on condemnation in June 1961 — about average 
for the class. 

Following the successful results with the pattern 
engine, more C class locomotives were authorised for 
construction in 1919 and these were subsequently 
delivered in batches from Newport Workshops as 
follows — Nos. 2-6 in 1921, Nos. 7-15 in 1922, Nos. 
16-18 in 1923, Nos. 19-21 in 1924 and, finally, Nos. 
22-26 in 1926. 

By that time, the route availability was extended to 
include the main lines to Geelong, Stawell (via Cressy 
and Maroona), Geelong - Ballarat, Bendigo - Korong 
Vale, Oakleigh - Traralgon and Dandenong - State 
Mine (Wonthaggi). Initially, the class was restricted to 
light engine running between Spencer St and Oakleigh, 
which must have limited their usefulness. 


Evolutionary Process 


As part of a gradual process of improvement to 
locomotive power, various modifications and improve- 
ments were made to the C class and other classes. 
Several individual C class engines were used for 
specific test purposes, some spectacularly successful, 
others less so. 

Among modifications made was the fitting to most 
(if not all) of the C’s of Superior tube blowers (long 
since discarded), replacement of the original single- 
stage air compressors with higher capacity cross-com- 
pounds models (No. C5 was the first Victorian Rail- 
ways’ locomotive so fitted in January 1929), Pyle 
National electric head, marker, cab and tender lights 
and supplied by a steam-driven turbo-generator and 
the fitting of dual screw and automatic couplers on 
engine and tender from 1926, the latter to enable safe 
handling of heavier train loads. 

Because of their frequent use on fast freight trains, 
the C’s were the first non-passenger engines fitted with 
mechanical staff exchangers in the mid-1930’s. As 
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their original iron tender tanks required renewal from 
1933 on, they were provided with new standard 
straight-sided tenders, with raised bunker sides, of the 
same tank capacity, viz., 4700 gallons, but a reduction 
of 10 cwt in coal a capacity to six tons. 


Front End Modifications 

No. C5 was successfully employed in tests of Rosebud- 
pattern grates in the early 1930’s. This modification 
was later standardised for the class. Later, in May 
1933, this was the first Victorian Railway’s locomotive 
to be fitted with the then newly-devised ‘‘standard 
modified front end’’, based on Wagner’s ratio, which 
resulted from a long series of tests and minor modifica- 
tions achieved at very low cost. 

This programme was directed and brought to a most 
successful conclusion by Mr E H Brownbill, then a Vic- 
torian Railways’ Rolling Stock Branch engineer, who 
later became Acting CME in October 1943 and later 
the Chairman of Victorian Railways’ Commissioners. 
For his thesis on these modifications and the test 
results obtained, Mr Brownbill received the Master’s 
Degree in mechanical Engineering of the University of 
Melbourne in 1935. 

No. C5 (still with the original Robinson 
superheater) was used in the modified front end trials 
in 1933 and was reported.to have been fitted with 8' 6" 
return loop elements of 1°74" diameter, as the Robinson 
headers, designed to take expanded joints, were not 
adaptable for the larger element size. 

In view of the remarkable results achieved from 
these tests, this is hard to believe. During the same 
series of trials, however, No. C4 with modified front 
end (MFE) and No. C19 without, were both reported 
to have had Schmidt headers with 134” elements, 
which is still more difficult to believe. 


As a result of these trials, 1'2” elements with 8' 6” 
return loops were adopted for all C and A2 class 
locomotives fitted with the modified front end. 

The original Robinson headers on the Walschaerts 
A2’s, the converted Stephenson A2’s and the first 
batches of the C class proved an obstacle to this 
achievement but, in 1933, a start was made on chang- 
ing over the balance of the original C class (No. C4 was 
possibly the first) to Schmidt headers, standard with 
Nos. C16-26. MLS headers could not be fitted in these 
smokeboxes, due to the internal steam pipes to the 
high outside steam chests interferring with the self- 
cleaning smokebox arrangements. The Schmidt 
headers allowed all the advantages of the MLS system, 
the only difference was the main steam pipe connec- 
tions. 

Still another adjustment to element return loop 
length was made in 1936, with the C class (Schmidt) 
reduced in length from 8’ 6" to 7’. 

A summary of the variations in heating surface and 
boiler specifications of the C class as built, subse- 
quently modified and reboilered is set out hereunder. 


The fitting of MFE to the C class was regretted by 
admirers of these locomotives, because it involved the 
sacrifice of the original shapely, curved, cast-iron 
flanged chimney for what was described aptly enough 
at the time as an ‘“‘iron bucket’’! Just why Australian 
locomotive designers seemed unable (or unwilling) to 
design a shapely and graceful chimney, incorporating 
the required dimensions, has always mystified the 
author. 
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Victorian Railways’ C-class Boiler Heating Surfaces 


A B Cc D EB F G 
C-class numbers 1-15 16-26 1-26 1-26 1-26 1-26 1-26 
Year designed 1917 1922 1933 1936 1937 1945 1946 
Year built 1918-22 1923-26 — - - - 
Superheater header Robinson Schmidt Schmidt Schmidt Schmidt Schmidt Schmidt 
Element diameter 1-3/8" 1-3/8" 1%" 1A" 1-1" 1A" 1A"-1 a" 
Return loop 70" Full 8'6" 70" Bifurcated 
Grate area (sq. ft.) 32 32 32 32 32 32 
Heating Surface 
(sq. ft.) 

Firebox 173 175 175 175 175 175 175 
Tubes and flues 1879 1921 1921 1921 1921 1915 1915 

_ Total evaporation 2052 2096 2096 2096 2096 2090 2090 
Superheater 369 (a) 499 (a) 360 (b) 388 (b) 353 (b) 353 (b) 327 (b) 
Combined total 2421 2595 2456 2434 2449 2443 2417 
Boiler pressure (Ibs.) 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 


Note: Superheater surface — (a) measured over exterior element surface. 
(b) measured over interior element surface. 


No. C16 was used in some of the long and 
inconclusive series of tests with the American Fuller- 
Lehigh pulverised fuel equipment in 1923, its 
specially-equipped tender being used in turn for similar 


trails behind A2 800 and DD 1022. A paper, sum- 


marising the results of some of these tests, which pre- 
dated the post-1946 success attending the burning of 
pulverised brown coal as locomotive fuel by the Vic- 
torian Railways, is in course of preparation. 

The advantage of the automatic coupler conversion 
programme was demonstrated when No. C13 worked 
the first through 1100 ton coal train from State Mine to 
Melbourne in August 1929, having previously been 
assisted in front by another engine of the same class to 
Nyora, instead of in the rear as push-up, which was 
hitherto necessary, due to draft gear limitations prior to 
the installation of automatic couplers. 

There were other and earlier instances of C class 
engines working train loads well in excess of 1000 tons 
in pre-automatic coupler days but these were invariably 
on favourably graded sections, viz., Woodend - 
Melbourne and Ararat - Geelong. 

Four of the C class, Nos. 7, 8, 12 and 20, were used 
in two coupled pairs for static load deflection and run- 
ning tests of the new Maribyrnong River bridge, 
Footscray, on the new main goods lines in October 
1928. This is the route used since the 3rd January 1962 
by standard gauge trains entering Melbourne. 

Only the pattern engine, No. Cl, ever appeared in 
the attractive red and chocolate livery, formerly applied 
to locomotives, which was very soon discontinued 


after the arrival of Mr (later Sir) Harold W Clapp as 


Chairman of Commissioners in 1921. No. C2 was, in 
fact, the first new engine painted black on delivery in 
October 1921. 

All the early C’s, up to No. 17 at least, originally had 
the then standard A2/DD deep toned brass whistle 
replaced from about 1925 onwards with the standard 
five-chamber cast-iron chime whistle. 

Another interesting and little known sidelight con- 
cerning No. C2, related by Mr L J Harrigan, the official 
Victorian Railways’ historian, concerned a mishap dur- 
ing the erection of the first of the production models in 
the old erecting shop at Newport Workshops late in 
1920. The engine capsized during lifting by the old 
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For contrast, C22 in 1949 was the first C fitted with the 
“German blinkers” later standardised for the C, R, J, Newport 
N, and a further series of X class engines which were never 
built. (V/Line photo RS833) 


fashioned overhead cranes, which were taxed to 
capacity, when a sling slipped, fortunately without inj- 
uries to anyone. The damage sustained was stated to 
have delayed completion of the new batch of C’s, 
which were not issued to traffic until a year later. 

The incident certainly hastened recognition of the 
pressing need for a modern erecting shop at Newport, 
equipped with electric overhead cranes of adequate 
capacity to handle these and larger locomotives plan- 
ned for future construction. 


Passenger Train Working 


During World War 2 and immediately after, when 
engine power was seldom adequate, the C class 
locomotives were frequently rostered to work the 


heavier passenger trains on main lines (the Spirit of 


Progress was worked by a C class on at least one occa- 
sion) and, for this purpose, their maximum speed limit 
of 50 mph was raised by 10 mph, when running 
passenger trains without any four-wheel vehicles 
attached, on the Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and 
North-Eastern main lines. 

With their long, narrow fireboxes, the C’s were par- 
ticularly vulnerable to clinkering, with what passed for 
coal in the middle 1940’s, so fairly rapid conversion to 
oil-burners, beginning with No. C15 in August 1946, 
improved their performance and availability. 

Converted initially to burn distillate, heating coils 
were later added to the original 1400 gallon capacity 
rectangular fuel tank, so that low cost residual oil 
(Bunker C ) could be used. Subsequently, beginning 
with No. C22 in 1949, new standard 1500 gallon 
capacity circular fuel tanks were provided as replace- 
ments when necessary (or perhaps the remaining C’s 
got tenders from scrapped A2’s). 

The use of fuel oil so accented the smoke-drifting 
problem under certain wind conditions, that comp- 
laints by enginemen finally resulted in No. C22 being 
fitted, in June 1948, with the first pair of the now 
familiar German-pattern ‘“‘blinker’? smoke lifters, 
attached to the sides of the smokebox. 

That the problem existed previously (why the large 
side-sheet deflectors, fitted to other classes of large 
boilered engines, were never tried is a mystery!) is evi- 
dent from the experimental fitting, in February 1940, 
of No. Cl with a pair of small sharply-angled ‘‘wings’’, 
flanking the sides of the chimney on top of the 
smokebox. 

These were said to be based on Hungarian practice 
but did not last long, possibly because any effect they 
may have had was largely nullified by eddy currents 
generated by the headlight. However, nobody in 
authority took suggestions to try lowering the headlight 
very seriously, which was, perhaps, just as well, as 
these appurtenances were even uglier than the Ger- 
manic “‘blinkers’’ standardised for the C’s and the later 
R and J classes. 

After the introduction of diesel-electric traction 
from about 1954 onward, steam locomotives requiring 
heavy repairs to frames, boilers and even cylinders 
(not excepting the excellent and popular C class) began 
to be condemned and scrapped, thus providing a 
reserve of cannibalised parts to maintain others in a 
state of serviceability. 

The first C class to meet this inevitable but untimely 
fate was No. 20 in June 1954. Thereafter, the remain- 
ing 25 engines were gradually condemned and scrap- 
ped until, at the end of February 1962, only two, Nos. 
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7 and 13 (albeit condemned) remained in service .at 
Maryborough. Another condemned engine, No. C10, 
was presented by the Victorian Railways Commis- 
sioners to the Society’s Railway Museum at Newport 
in 1962 for preservation. 

The final withdrawal and scrapping of Nos. 7 and 13, 
in April and March 1962 respectively, brought to an 
end the active life of the Victorian Railways’ fleet of 
eight-coupled heavy freight locomotives, extending 
over a period of 44 years or 63 years, if one includes in 
this category the earlier V class compound 2-8-0’s, 
described in Bulletin No. 305 (March 1963). 

In their declining years, particularly from 1950 
onward, the C’s were seen on almost every kind of 
duty from suburban goods and inter-yard transfer 
trips, to shunting at Tottenham Yard and on main line 
freight trains, including banking on the Warrenheip 
Bank out of Ballarat. 

Possibly the last (or one of the last) passenger trains 
worked by a C class was on the Victorian Divison’s 
special train from Maryborough to St. Arnaud and 
return, worked by No. C13, in January 1962. 

Despite their span of years, the C’s were singularly 
accident free, one of the most spectacular occurrences 
involving No. Cl, as the aggrieved ‘‘party of the 
second part’’, at Ararat Loco in May 1949. A D4 class 
yard pilot, No. 261, coupled to a rake of wagons with 
the engine brake only in operation, bolted out of con- 
trol downgrade toward the roundhouse, with the whis- 
tle screaming a warning. 

A quick thinking employee had time to line up the 
85 feet electric turntable for the runaway, which 
crossed the turntable and crashed into the rear of Cl’s 
tender. The force of the impact shifted the complete 
locomotive, chimney first, through the roundhouse 
wall! 

There it remained for nearly a week, while packing 
and rails were placed underneath, before finally being 
salvaged by No. H220, during one of its brief series of 
dynamometer car trials on freight trains between 
Melbourne and Ararat in May 1949 — the only occa- 
sion Heavy Harry ever ran on the Western main line, 
for which it was designed and built. 

Route availability of the C class from the middle 
1930’s onward covered the main lines to Serviceton, 
Albury, Donald, Wycheproof, Echuca (via Bendigo), 
Castlemaine to Maryborough, Geelong to Ballarat, 
Albion - Broadmeadows and South Kensington - 
Sunshine main goods lines, Nyora to Korumburra and, 
latterly, the direct Moe - Yallourn spur line, opened for 
traffic in 1953. 

In 1957, almost at the end of their working life, the 
C’s were authorised to run through from Geelong to 
Warrnambool, on the South-western main line, from 
which they had long been excluded because of bridge 
restrictions. In point of fact, no C class ever got further 
than Camperdown, as recently as February 1962, when 
No. C13 worked a superphosphate train on two trips. 
Previously, No. C9 ran a ballast train at Moriac in 1961 
before scrapping. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 

Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 

platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 

there! 
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Above: C13 with “one-eyed” cab at Trafalgar during 


2 8 O’s | N September 1953. 
GIPPSLA ND Below: Oil pot C19 on an Up goods at Morwell, 8.5.48. (Both 


photos John Buckland) 
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‘“‘Consolidations”’ 
around the State 
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Above: C19 begins a long slow drag with full tonnage on the 
westbound “SA fast goods” via North Geelong loop in the 
summer of 1936, as it climbs laboriously upgrade towards 
Moorabool. 


Below: C5 toils up the 1-in-48 grade to the summit at Heath- 
cote Junction on a Down Seymour goods in March 1937. 
(Both photos John Buckland) 


Above: C12 leaves Albion on a Down Seymour goods in 1954. (John Buckland) 


Below: C13 has C5 banking in the rear on an Up goods at milepost 71 on the Warrenheip Bank on 29.3.58. 
(Late W Jack) 


“Heavy Harry” 
a mean machine 


Above: Broadford stops and watches as H220 powers yet 
another Up goods towards the summit of the Great Dividing 
Range and on towards Melbourne. 


Below: The largest tender in Victoria, 220 at North Melbourne 
Loco in 1953. (Both photos John Buckland) 
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STEAM 
HAULED 
PASSENGER 
TRAINS 


Opposite above: ‘Winter evening at Caulfield, 1931’ — Under 
lowering clouds a Stephenson A2 accelerates a Down War- 
ragul passenger train out of Caulfield with a mixed consist of 
six-wheeled F horsebox, BPL and 12-wheel main line cars. 
(John Buckland) 


Opposite below: J503 on an Up pass. at Stony Point on 
19.3.59. (Douglas Colquhoun) 


Right: R746 at Benalla on an Up pass. on 30.3.52. 


Below: A2956 runs around the North Geelong loop line with 
the Spirit of Progress cars the day before the S class Pacific 
ran a test trip to Geelong. 
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General News 


Grain handling report: Victoria’s grain industry needs 

an aditional investment of $26 million in capital works 

over and above existing commitments, according to 
the grain handling report, Canac, released recently. 
The Canac recommendations include: 

* The extension of central receival points to 29 sites 
over five years, and then progressively to cover the 
entire state; 

* Operating standard grain trains of at least 48 bogie 
wagons to Portland and Geelong, in place of 33- or 
22-wagon trains; 

* Improved design of grain hoppers to increase the 
load carried; 

* Consideration of the closure of 594 km of light rail 
lines to avoid costly maintenance and a $45 million 
rebuilding program. 


Mr Crabb said the report recommended that $63 mil- 
lion be invested in the grain industry, although V/Line 
and the Grain Elevators Board had already committed 
$37 million to programs outlined in the study. 

He said that the capital works program was in addi- 
tion to the $75 million which had been committed by 
the State Government to upgrade V/Line’s locomotive 
fleet for handling grain. (NH, FS, MT) 


Also on grain handling: Construction of an extra rail 
link in southern NSW to allow the movement of grain 
to Victorian export terminals has been found 
uneconomic by the Bureau of Transport Economics. 

The managing director of the NSW Grain Handling 
Authority, Mr Geoff Dobbin, said recently the BTE 


Where is It? 


A closed station on a closed line. This building looks to 
be in good condition, but such was not the case when it 
was examined closely back in October 1980. The first 
clue is that it appeared on page 249 of the 1978 issue of 
Newsrail. A further clue is that members of the 
Western District Steam Railway Society would be more 
likely to recognise it than other railfans. And the final 
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had found that construction of a standard rail link from 
Tocumwal to Geelong would cost up to $100 million 
excluding the cost of extra rollingstock and upgrading 
of Geelong’s receival facilities. 

It concluded that the construction of the link was 
uneconomic and would not be warranted on the basis 
of the quantified benefits and cost. (AFR, MT) 


Daylight slowing: It appears that the Daylight is now 

20 minutes slower, and that the fastest way to get to 

Sydney since 4th June is not by interstate express, but 

by the 17 20 Mon.-Fri. No. 8321, changing at Albury 

to ST10 South XPT and arriving in Sydney at 05 30 

(NG) 

Grand Final at MCG: On Sat.29.9.84, to cater for 

traffic for the VFL grand final at the MCG, Richmond, 

Metrail ran extra Up suburban trains from: 

Dandenong: three extra trains at 1214, 1234 and 
12 54, 

Frankston: two extra trains at 12 10 and 12 30, plus 
one from Carrum at 13 00; 

Ringwood: one extra from Belgrave at 11 39, one from 
Lilydale at 12 05, plus two from Ringwood at 12 44 
and 13 04; 

Glen Waverley: two extra trains at 12.18 and 13 05; 

Lalor: one extra train at 12 38, plus one from Reser- 
voir at 13 05; 

Greensborough: two extra trains at 12 27 and 1251; 

Sandringham: one extra train at 12 40. 

The trains were on standby to take fans home after the 

conclusion of the match. (RBS) 


clue. Back in 1958 the station on either side of it was 
called Illowa and Crossley. Answer p349. (AW) 


Centre pages: In our August 1984 edition, we had an 
article about ‘A Little Known Royal Train’ to Healesville. 


Here we see the railway staff pose on R299 at Heales- 
ville prior to leaving for home. 
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Traffic 


T320-322-323 arrive at Warrenheip on an Up wheat train on Tues.18.984. (Frank Strik) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Warrnambool train movements: 

Fri.17.8: Warrnambool, Up pass., 16 35, A71-N set. 
First occasion an A class has been to Warrnambool. 

Tues.18.9: Warrnambool, Up, 16 35. V/Line T367. 

Wed.19.9: Warrnambool, Up, X36. 

Fri.28.9: Warrnambool, Up, T337. (CF) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


‘A’ class on the Vinelander: ‘A’ class locos are being 
used fairly regularly on the Vinelander in conjunction 
with a ‘T’. This is happening two or three times a week. 
A835 is one of the loco observed. It appears to be work- 
ing with the same carriage set so only appears on alter- 
nate journeys. I do not know if this is to be a regular 
rostering or just a series of trials. The usual loco com- 
oo for the Vinelander is X-T or occasionally B-T. 
DS 


Power to spare: On Sat.15.9, C510 was noted hauling 
the Up 7.45 Ballarat pass. into Spencer St about 40 
minutes late. (PF) 


Triple flat-tops: On Tues.18.9.84, T320-T322-T323- 
T407 hauled an Up Dunolly goods (16 VHGY-ZLP) 


into Ballarat, arriving at 13 05. After T407 was cut off: 


the train, the three flat tops took the goods to War- 
renheip where T320-T322 cut off and returned to 
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on leaving T323 to continue on to North Geelong. 
FJS 


Depot visits: Ballarat East 
Sun.9.9: B64 (ran 08 45 Up pass.), 1322, T333, T345, 
Y151, Y152, Y153, W243, W250. 

Sun.16.9: X36 (ran 0845 Up pass.), 1320, 1322, 
T323, T326, T396, Y151, Y154, W243, W250. 
Sun.23.9: B64 (ran 08 45 Up pass.), $303, $304, $312, 

7322, T353, T395, Y151, W243, W250. (FJS) 


Sighting: Bacchus Marsh, Sun.9.9: 

B64 — Up Ballarat pass., 09 38/09 39 (3 late). 

X47, X46, B68 — Up Jet, 1012 (non-stop), 30=59. 

a Down Dimboola pass., 10 27/10 28 (7 late). 
FJS 


Ballarat station sightings: Fri.14.9.84, 16 30 to 21 45. 

C510 — Up Jet, 24=46, dep. 17 56, No.4 road. Via 
Ballan. 

T333 — Down light engine, arr. 16 34, No.3 road. 

B83 — Down Dunolly goods, 46=46, arr. 17 06, dep. 
17 10, No.1 road. 45GH-ZLP. 

X41 — Up Dimboola pass., arr. 1721, dep. 17 25, 
goods in No.1 road. 24VHGY-ZLP. 

T395 — Down light engine, arr. 18 34. Ran through 
No.2 road and set back into No.3 road. Coupled onto 
T333 on a Down ballast. 

C507 — Down Jet, 19=37, arr. 1849, dep. 1855, 
No.4 road. Via Meredith. 
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a = ie Ballarat pass., dep. 18 50, No.1 road. N set 

5 late). 

T395-T333 — Down Windermere ballast, 10=19, dep. 
18 52, No.3 road. SVWHWA-ZD. 

Y153 — Down light engine, arr. 19 19, No.3 road. 

Y151 — Yard pilot, arr. 19 32, No. 3 road. Shunted 
loading for Ararat roadside onto Y153. 

B69 — Down Ballarat pass., arr. 19 41, No.1] road. N 
set, D van. 

B69 — Up light engine, dep. 1947, No. 2 road. To 
Ballarat East. 

Y153 — Down Ararat roadside goods, 4=7, dep. 
19 47, No.3 road. VOCX-2VLCX-ZF. 

$308 — Down Dimboola pass., arr. 20 08, dep. 20 10, 
No.1 road. N set, 2 D vans. 

T379-T412 — Up Maryborough goods, 32=32, arr. 
20 15, No.4 road. 13KMQ-18GY-ZLP. 

T379-T412 — Up light engines, dep. 20 27. To Ballarat 
East. 

$310 — Down Dunolly goods, 47=47, arr. 20 32, dep. 
20 48, No.1 road. 46GH-ZLP. 

T360 — Up Mildura goods, 17=18, arr. 21 30, No.2 
road. VLCX-15GY-ZF. 

B74 — Down Ballarat pass., arr. 21 43, No.1 road. N 
set. (FJS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


North East line observations: 

Wed.11.7: 8334 pass., B76-CD7-270BZ-227BRS- 
213BS-1BG. 

Thurs.26.7: 8334, A71-CD3-2BZ-226BRS-12BS-8BS. 


Thurs.2.8: 8334, X31-CD7-6AZ-10BRS-270BZ- 
213BS. 

Fri.3.8: 8331, A77-1OBN-43BRN-45ACN. 8641 Spirit 
of Progress hauled by 42207, Wangaratta standard 
gauge platform 21 53/21 57. 

oe 8334, A73-D309-252ACZ-225BRS-264BZ- 

BS. 

Wed.8.8: 8311 pass. terminated at Wangaratta account 
late running believed to have been loco failure which 
caused T403 to run the pass. as far as Wangaratta. 
Buses were used to ferry passengers between 
Wangaratta - Albury and return. Returned as Up 
pass. 8318, T403-D309-252ACZ-225BRS-264BZ- 
8BS. 8321, hauled by A71. 

Thurs.9.8: 8334, A77-D323-48ACN-46BRN-7BN. 

Sun.12.8: 8336, A73-X34-39ACN-37BRN-16BN- 
21ACN-20BRN-19BN. 

Mon.13.8: 8334, A71-CD3-2BZ-226BRS-6BZ-12BS. 

Tues. 14.8: 8334: X38-D309-252ACZ-225BRS-264BZ- 
8BS. 8632 Spirit of Progress hauled by 42218; 8310 
hauled by A73-A77. 

Wed.15.8: 8334, A71-D302.-CD3-2BZ-226BRS-6BZ- 
12BS. 

Thurs.16.8: 8334, A77-D309-252ACZ-225BRS- 
264BZ-8BS. 

Fri.17.8: 9325 Block oil train hauled by X41-Y172 
through Wangaratta on auto staff, at 21 56, some 2 
hours 46 min. early. 8641 Spirit of Progress hauled 
by 42213. 

Tues.21.8: A71-A77 on 8310 pass., cross T360-Y169 
on Down goods at Wangaratta. 8321, A73-8BS- 
264BZ-225BRS-252ACZ-D309. 


ject atl Warrenheip Bank with yet another block wheat train bound for North Geelong on Tues.4.9.84. 
Frank Strik 
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Multi-unit 
S Class moving 
heavy tonnage 
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Above: S300-S303-X31-T409-T391 on a Down goods at 
St Arnaud at 21 25 on Wed.20.6.84. 


Below: S300-301 on an Up goods from Long Island through 
ye on at 1055 on Thurs.15.9.83. (Both photos Paul 
Jordan 


Thurs.23.8: 8334, A71-D309-252ACZ-225BRS- 
264BZ-8BS. 

Sun.26.8: 8343, A71-204BX-3BZ-224BRS-255ACZ- 
D311. 

Tues.28.8: 8310 hauled by X33, cross T381-Y139 on 
Down goods at Wangaratta. X33 later ran 8311/8334 
pass., 8334 being X33-CD1-7AZ-226BRS-6BZ- 
213BS. 

Wed.29.8: A73 on 8321, cross T371-Y172 on Up 
goods Nos. 2-3 extension, Wangaratta. 

Thurs.30.8: A71 on 8321 pass. 

Sat.1.9: 8305, A77-23BN-35BRN-36ACN-D309. 

Tues.4.9: Yard pilot Y139, discharge 1IxVOWA 
sleepers near Ovens River bridge. 8334, A71-CD2- 
8AZ-BRS-BZ-BZ. 8321, A73-34BE-264BZ- 
225BRS-2BZ-CD7. 

Wed.5.9: $307 hauling 8318, arr. Wangaratta 13 50 (22 
late). Due to loco trouble at Seymour on Down trip 
(8305), train terminated at Wodonga. Wangaratta 
pilot Y139. 8334, B72-D349-30 ACN-29BRN-28BN. 

Sat.8.9: 8305, A73-2BN-53BRN-3ACN-D350. 

Sun.9.9: 8341, Cobram: B82-14BN-41BRN-42ACN. 
(DMG) 


Mobile storage sheds: A number of B vans were noted 
at Shepparton on Mon.24.9 stationed behind the goods 
shed. The vans will be used as a temporary goods 
storage during the summer months and possibly 
through to March 1985 as a new goods shed will be 
constructed on the site where the old goods shed is pre- 
sently located. The vans will be taken back to Wallan 
once construction is completed. 
Numbers were: 


B29 off reg. B210 off reg. 
B43 off reg. B225 off reg. 
BS1 off reg. B236 off reg. 
B87 off reg. B253 off reg. 
B101 off reg. B295 off reg. 
B121 — B331 — 

BIS9 — B372 off reg. 


B168 off reg. B373 off reg. 


(Some vans had ‘off reg’ painted on them, and all had 
their numbers crossed out). (MT) 


Slower trains: The Cobram to Melbourne rail service 
has been rescheduled with the introduction of smaller 
T class locomotives. V/Line managing director, Mr 
Keith Fitzmaurice, said higher powered locomotives 
were needed for the bigger trains hauling grain from 
inland terminals throughout Victoria. The changes 
mean that trains will reach their destinations up to 10 
minutes later than at present on Monday to Friday and 
two minutes later on Saturday. Connecting coach times 
have been altered to align with the train time changes. 
It is expected the adjusted times will continue until 
early 1985. 


Spirit with two sleepers: On Sat.29.9.84, the Spirit of 


Progress arriving at Melbourne conveyed two sleeping 
carriages, possibly for traffic to the football grand final. 
The train was: 422-louvre-PHN-2/sleepers-5/sitters- 
VRS-2/sitters-MHN. 


Seymour pass.: To allow for the transfer of a DRC to 
Frankston for the Stony Point service, some Seymour 
services which were rostered for a DRC are now 
rostered for a P-hauled H set. The 18 35 Sat. Spencer 
St - Seymour is rostered to be a P-hauled H set towing 
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a DRC to achieve a carriage balance. On Sat.22.9, this 
train was at Tallarook at 20 10 (scheduled 19 51), still 
with several passengers aboard, obviously returning 
from the Royal Melbourne Show. (RBS) 


Myrtleford report: 

Tues.21.8: Down arrived, T360, Y169, VLCX, VLBY, 
4VLCX, VLBY, 5VLCX, VBBX, 12VLCX and 
CP1. Up departed, Y169, T360, CP1. 

Fri.24.8: Down arrived, T364, 397, VBAX, 5VLCX, 
VBBX, S5VLCX, 2VBAX, 4VLCX and ZLP52. Up 
departed, T364, 397, 7VLCX, VBBX, 5VLCX, 
VLBY, 4VLCX, VLBY, VLCX and ZLP52. 

Mon.27.8: Down arrived, T325, VBAX, VLCX, 
VBBX, ALGX, VLCX, VBBX, 3VLCX, VLBY, 
4VLCX, VBBX, VLCX, VVDY34. Up departed, 
T325, 1OVLCX and VVDY34. 

Tues.28.8: Down arrived, T381, Y139, VLCX, VBAY, 
TVLCX, VLBY, 5VLCX, VBBX and CP6. Up 
departed, T381, Y139, 7GY, 6, 2VLCX, VBAX, 
5VLCX, VBBX, 3VLCX and CP6. 

Wed.5.9: 

Down arrived, T364, VVBP17. Up departed, T364, 
VLCX, VBAX, 2VLCX, 5VVBX, VLCX, VBBX, 
3VLCX and VVBP17. 

Thurs.6.9: Down arrived, T353, Y171, VVBP. Up 
departed T353, Y171, 2VLCX, VBAY, VLCX, 
VBBX, 7VLCX, VLBY, VLCX, VLBY, VVBP. 


Final tobacco clearance for 1984 season. (IM) 


Albury line N set: On Tues.21.8.84 the 0755 
Melbourne - Albury pass. was an N set instead of the 
rostered Z set. It was hauled by an A class loco, giving a 
very high power/weight ratio. Returning as the 12 35 
Albury - Melbourne, the train arrived at Seymour 
about 4 minutes early, left on time, arrived at 
Melbourne 5 minutes early but was held in the yard to 
wait for entry into platform 6. (RBS) 


Shepparton pass. figures up: Shepparton passenger 
figures are up by 25% since the introduction of the 
upgraded passenger system. They had levelled off as 
from July this year. The stationmaster at Shepparton 
was optimistic that the services should increase even 
further as the summer approaches. (MT) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Sonorous Surrey Hills: Although lacking the glamour 
traffic of the main lines through Stawell and 
Wangaratta, the suburban route through Surrey Hills is 
far from devoid of interest, even after the loss of 
through traffic to Healesville. For a start, the climb 
from Canterbury to Mont Albert is on a grade of 1-in- 
40 most of the time: steeper than Ingliston Bank, 
Stawell Bank or the climb to Heathcote Junction. The 
line may not carry trains of the calibre of Southern 
Aurora or the Overland, but every peak period one can 
witness the impressive drama of a packed suburban 
express on the centre line thundering past a stopping 
local. The goods trains may not be hauled by C class 
locos with their gutsy power, but the new Comeng 
suburbans power effortlessly upgrade from Chatham 
and beat the level-crossing time after time (hence they 
are checked waiting for the signal to clear). There is 
even considerable variety of motive power. The regular 
freight traffic is handled by L class electrics to 
Bayswater, and T-or Y class to Lilydale and Col- 
dstream. First series Ts are common. The extra traffic 
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A73 on a Down ballast at Bayswater during August 1984. (Ken Willliams) 


caused by track upgrading has brought main line 
power: B and X class locos have been frequent visitors 
through 1984. The real surprises have been the run- 
ning of a P, A and even a 930. Although Tait trains 
have nearly vanished, there are still two round trips by 
a parcels coach each day, with that distinctive traction- 
motor noise. 


June: Ballast trains were generally nightly for the first 
three weeks, then there was a long gap until the end of 
the month. Most ballast trains were hauled by 2/Y and 
came down ahead of the last suburban, but returned 
before the first Up. Highlights for the month were: 

Sun.3.6: a Down ballast train passed at 01 00 hauled 
by 2/T. It returned to work at Surrey Hills from 04 00 
to 05 00, then returned to the city. A second Down 
ballast train passed at 09 30, hauled by T379-T384. It 
worked at Mont Albert. 

Wed.6.6: At 0420 a Down goods with a single Y 
hauling cement hoppers and GYs crossed an Up ballast 
hauled by 2/Y. The same morning saw X37 haul a 
Down ballast through Surrey Hills at 08 09, right in the 
morning peak! It was travelling quite fast up the grade. 

Mon.11.6: A triple header! B61-T320-T358 passed 
with a Down ballast at 23 26. The train had the usual 
van at each end, and had 12 hopper wagons (most 
trains have no more than 10). 
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Sun.17.6: A Down ballast, hauled by 2/Y, passed at 
23 20; another Down ballast, also hauled by 2/Y, 
passed only an hour later (ie at 00 20 Monday). 


July: There were only a few ballast trains for the whole 
month, more at the beginning than at the end. On 
Sun.1.7 a Down ballast working at Chatham was 
headed by T400-T382. However, this month saw one 
of the highlights for the year. Late on the night of 
Thurs.19.7 residents could hear an unusally noisy 
pulsating throb beating upgrade fast. Then at 23 16 
came the climax as the horn blew, spreading five notes 
straight from the Nullarbor over the Surrey Hills 
valley. There was A73 heading a short ballast with 7 
hoppers and only one van (quite unusual). The further 
passage of this train remained audible for some time. 


August: There were almost no ballast trains. The only 
two which I recorded had unusual power. The Down 
ballast train passing late on Thurs.9.8 was hauled by a 
single T (although seen unclearly). It returned at 04 30 
Friday. The Down ballast train passing at 0005 on 
Thurs.16.8 was hauled by a single B, returning at 
04 00. On Sat.25.8 a short plant train passed at 23 46: 
Y105-Z-2/flatwagons-ZLP, returning at 08 00 Sunday. 
It had collected rails. L1152 passed with an Up goods 
(mixed loading) at 16 52 on Thurs.9.8; L1163 passed 
with a Down briquette train at 11 47 on Tues.28.8. An 


343 


unusual happening was the running of an Up goods on 
a Saturday: T1342 passed at 13 40 on 4.8 with a load of 6 
VOCX gondolas and a VOWA wooden gondola with a 
VVBP van. The highlight of the month was the 
appearance of P11 on the Lilydale goods (cement hop- 
pers with a single GY) on Fri.31.8. 


Although I did not witness these unusual happenings, 
I am told that: 


* A 930 ran out to Ringwood to rescue a failed subur- 
ban train sometime through July-August. 

* Another Tait worked through Box Hill in the last 
week of August. (RBS) 


Reopening of the Stony Point line: On Tues.28.8, 
P11, H set and DH operated to Stony Point on test. On 
Thurs.30.8, Pll and H set repeated the test. It is 
understood that despite the DH not being used, the 
timetable could not be kept on account of time needed 
to run around and connect various cables. On the 
writer’s inspection, the layout at Stony Point would 
also have caused problems with a P and four vehicles 
due to the short platform. 

On Tues.4.9 a DRC and MTH ran a trial to Stony 
Point. On Sun.16.9, after extensive publicity on 3MP 
and a speech by Minister Steve Crabb along the lines of 
“‘We promised to restore the train and here it is’’, at 
11 00 DRC42, 101MTH, 102MTH, DRC40 departed 


as the first of the free promotional trips with the 
Minister on board. Trips continued for the remainder 
of the day with 2000 people carried. Certainly the first 
trip departed with many people standing. 

The timetable shows six return trips by railmotor and 
eight by bus on a week day with some trains only run- 
ning to Crib Point and some buses terminating at West 
Park (Hastings) (2) and 4 buses going to Balnarring. 
On Saturdays the railmotor makes five return trips 
with no buses. On Sunday a passenger train makes a 
return trip from Flinders St. There is one bus making 
the single journey only to Crib Point departing 
Frankston at 20 40. 

On Mon.17.9 the writer boarded DRC42 at Tyabb at 
06 40. Forty passengers were carried on this first trip to 
Frankston. The train was operated by a driver, guard 
and conductor. The return trip was timetabled to ter- 


minate at Crib Point but the conductor said that all — 


trains were to operate to Stony Point (the timetable 


amended to show Stony Point). The trailer was picked — 


up for the return trip. Eighteen passengers were on the 
run to Stony Point and until Tyabb where I alighted, 51 
travelled on the Up journey. (HG) 


Warburton line: The State Government plans to turn 
the 38 km railway reserve from Lilydale to Warburton 
into a walking track, linking with existing Dandenongs 
walking tracks. (RBS) 


T412 on an Up Warrnambool pass. at Weerite on Tues.4.9.84. (Roger McCormack) 
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Rollingstock 


A new class of loco for Victoria. G511 at Clyde’s Rosewater plant in Adelaide just prior to being delivered 
to Victoria. (Bob Lawrence) 


Round about way: At 14 20 on Sat.22.9, T368-Y113- 
Y106 were noted passing through on the goods lines at 
South Kensington on an Up goods. The goods started 
with T368 working the Spotswood sand train for APM. 
T368 then hauled the wagons to Newport where it ran 
around, and then headed out to Brooklyn before enter- 
ing Tottenham yard. Both Y class were possibly 
attached at Tottenham. The train also picked up other 
goods vehicles destined for the South-eastern line. The 
train then ran through Bunbury St tunnel and South 
Dynon junction before moving over to South Ken- 
sington to enter the Melbourne goods yard. The train 
moved right through the goods yard up to the tracks 
opposite the suburban platforms at Spencer St before 
moving out to the Eastern District. (DF) 


Broken coupler: On the morning of Thurs.30.8, T412 
and $312 were seen running light engine through 
Bealiba to St Arnaud, where $312 was uncoupled and 
turned on the turntable, returning light engine during 
the afternoon to Ballarat for repairs, as the rear coupler 
was broken. The correspondent thinks it may have 
broken near Maryborough or Dunolly. (GW) 


GM27 in trouble: GM27 was returned from V/Line to 
ANR at the end of July 84 after giving mechanical 
trouble. It had been plagued with ground relay prob- 
lems since 10.7, when flashovers occurred while haul- 
ing the northbound J/ntercapital Daylight. GM27 was 
worked back to Dynon, with about seven more 
flashovers occurring. After servicing on 11.7, it worked 
to Albury and back without fault. It failed again on 
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Sat.28.7 and was hauled back to Melbourne by GM28. 
On Sun.29.7, 42207-GM27 were headed for Albury 
when the GM failed again. V/Line decided to return it 
to Port Augusta. On Thurs.9.8, GM27 was being 
towed dead in a goods departing Broken Hill hauled by 
CL17. (RBS) 


Harris trains may get ocean grave: Melbourne’s blue 
suburban trains, to be phased out over the next four 
years, may be dumped at sea or buried in pits. These 
are options being studied by the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority. Because the walls and ceilings of the car- 
riages conceal blue asbestos, which is linked with lung 
cancer, rail unions and the MTA believe public health 
may be endangered if the carriages are dumped above 
ground. 

The MTA official said blue carriages which had been 
damaged in crashes or fires were being withdrawn 
from service. They were left in railway sidings at 
Newport and Jolimont and stripped of usable parts. 
Fourteen carriages, or two complete trains, are now 
out of service because railway workers fear that repair 
work will disturb asbestos lining. (IBB) 


Harris train conversions: On Sat.22.9 the following 
converted Harris trains were noted at Spencer St. 
Set SH21 (121BCH-141BH-161BCH). 

P13 and SH24 (124BCH-144BH-164BTH) ex 
Seymour. P14 dropped on to SH24 to form a Bac- 
ee Marsh train. Y116 shunted, DH403 (parcels 
van 
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SH26 (126BCH-146BH-166BTH) into platform 
number 5. 
Other Harris train conversions have been made into 
railmotor trailers, 1OLMTH, 102MTH, 103MTH. The 
‘MT’ stands for motor trailer, and the ‘H’ stands for 
Harris. (DF) 


Lost wheatie? Seen in Port Melbourne yard in early 
August was a brand new wheat hopper. It was sent 
back to the west after a few days by. the bay! (DAC) 


OT’s on block oil? Among a rake of bogie tankers at 
the Port Melbourne BP siding was 4-wheeler OT-77N, 
apparently loaded diesel for Wodonga. I suspect this 
class of wagon would be a rare sight up that way these 
days. (DAC) 


Red carded wagon: On Mon.20.8, AOOCX35V was 
red carded and placed in the Down end Cripple Rd at 
Alumatta loop. The wagon which was loaded with 
scrap tinplate, was removed on Thurs.23.8.84. 

Wagon G4081 ‘Timber traffic only return promptly 
to Kerang’, noted at Bruck Aust Ltd siding Alumatta 
on Sat.8.9, loaded with briquettes. (DMG) 


New VOEX wagons: To cater for increasing slab steel 
traffic between Albury and Lysaght’s at Long Island, 
additional VOEX wagons have been placed into ser- 
vice. Converted from the flat sided ELX group as were 
Nos. 1-8, the latest conversions differ in that unlike the 
earlier VOEX conversions which retain the side panels 


and staunchions at full body height, the new conver- 
sions have the side panels and staunchions only half 
way up the baulkhead height. Two VOEX noted at 
Benalla on Sun.29.7 were; VOEX9Y N6.84; and 
VOEX10K N3.84, ex VOBX65R. (DMG) 


Wrong code: Flat wagon VQCX893 recently received 
the check letter application which required the existing 
code/number to be repainted, and instead of being re- 
issued to traffic as VQCX893R, it re-entered service as 
VLCX893R. Noted at Benalla on Sun.9.9, check letter 
application appeared to have been carried out when 
wagon underwent WHB exam at North Melbourne in 
8.84 (PV due 8.85 NM). (DMG) 


AS upgrading: An AS carriage has been refurbished 
and painted orange for inclusion in the Warrnambool 
set. A second AS carriage will be upgraded for use in a 
Geelong/Traralgon set. The orange AS was in the 
Warrnambool set by mid August 1984. 


Wooden sleeping car: Loddonand Acheron were noted 
in June still using their original 6-wheel bogies. 


Airconditioned railcar upgrading: As part of the 
rebuilding of the airconditioned railcars the multiple- 
unit facility was to be made to work properly The 12 35 
Sat. Melbourne - Seymour is rostered to be worked by 
two DRCs in multiple. However, for much of 1984, 
the facility did not work and one DRC was towed by 
the other. (RBS) 


X41 on the 1700 Up Bendigo about to leave the Bendigo Racecourse on Tues.28.8.84. (Roger McCormack) 
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Works 


Bank Box ballasts: With no interstate goods trains 
running between Melbourne and Adelaide (due to the 
ANR strike) and the re-routing of Western line 
passenger trains via Geelong, ballast trains ran daily 
from Ballarat to Bacchus Marsh and return from 
Wed.22.8 to Fri.31.8. The Up ballast was due out of 
Ballarat at 09 30 but rarely departed before 11 00. On 
Thurs.30.8, T390 ran the ballast consisting of 7 
VHWA-ZL. Ballast was laid in No.1 road at Bank Box 
and the train arrived at Bacchus Marsh at 14 50. (FJS) 


Flashing lights: Flashing lights are now being installed 
at Winchelsea (two level-crossings), Birregurra and 
Terang (Framlingham Rd — near Mortlake Junction). 
The Winchelsea installation includes the provision of 


colour light departure signals for Up and Down trains. 


There is local agitation for further flashing light 
installations at Dalvui Lane (access road to trotting 
track at Terang) and Jubilee Park Rd (between War- 
rnambool and Allansford). (WDSRS) 


Removal of sidings: The crossing loops have been 
removed from Allansford and it is believed that Pan- 
mure, Pirron Yallock, Birregurra and Moriac are to be 
similarly treated in the near future. This work will see 
the removal of all the electric staff stations on the War- 
rnambool line which are capable of being switched in 


_and out. It is some years since these stations were 


regularly switched in and indeed it is some time since 
they were used at all. (WDSRS) 


North-Eastern station works: During late July the 
chain wire and steel post fencing on the Glenrowan 
passenger platform was removed. When noted on 
Sun.9.9.84 work was underway with the remodelling of 
the Shepparton station building. 

To celebrate the recently completed passenger wait- 
ing/booking facilities at Benalla and Wodonga, special 
trains were run to mark the official openings of the 


renovated buildings. On Sat.28.7.84 the Mayor of 
Benalla, Cr. Neville Melgaard, opened the Benalla sta- 
tion, whilst the Wodonga renovations were officially 
opened on Sun.29.7.84. Special trips using an A class 
loco and 2 N sets ran between Benalla - Euroa, depart- 
ing Benalla at 11 45, 13 00, 14 45 and 16 00. The same 
loco and N set operated out of Wodonga the next day 
hauling return trips to Chiltern. 3SR reported that over 
7000 people took part in the celebrations at both 
Benalla and Wodonga, whilst AMV4 quoted the figure 
as being over 4000. 

During late August, the remaining section of 
wooden post and rail fence on the Docker St footbridge 
at Wangaratta was replaced by steel post and mesh 
fence. (DMG) 


North-Eastern rail works: Noted on Mon.13.8 at 
Alumatta (broad gauge sidings) was the set of points 
adjacent to the Down distant signal which had been 
operated by a spur lever, recently replaced by a CCW 
lever. Work done sometime during July. Also noted on 
Mon.13.8 was the new rail for the Sisely Ave PCR 
boom gate project in situated between the Down dis- 
tant and the main line points leading to Alumatta sid- 
ings. As at Mon.10,9, the rail has yet to be laid in. 
(DMG) 


Pier line lives on: Work commenced in early Septem- 
ber on upgrading the derelict Princes Pier branch to 
enable rails for the new Webb Dock line to be brought 
in. Work included a number of new sleepers. Rail 
carrying wagons are run in just short of Beach Rd 
before dropping their load onto the ground beside the 
track. A four-wheel loader then manoeuvres the long 
sections of rail up a specially constructed ramp onto a 
low loader fitted with a special frame. Rails are then 
distributed along the route of the new line ready for 
laying. (DAC) 


T390 on a Down ballast at Bacchus Marsh on Thurs.30.8.84. (Frank Strik) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Scrap metal halts train: Scrap metal from a passing 
goods train, brought the 1755 Melbourne to Albury 
passenger train to a halt on Sat.4.8. The train stopped 
south of Glenrowan around 20 25. The buffet car had 
two of its windows smashed, but luckily no persons 
were injured. 

The Transport Board investigation into the accident, 
revealed that a goods train’s door had sprung open. 
Scrap metal, with which the train was loaded, had 
protruded out of the open door, and hit the side of the 
passenger train. 

Both the goods train, on the standard gauge tracks, 
and the passenger train, on the broad gauge tracks, 
were heading for Albury. The goods train was delayed 
for about 25 minutes. (DMG) 


Truck-train collision: The 18 20 Down Cobram pass. 
came to grief, after colliding with a semi-trailer at Yar- 
roweyah, 10 kilometres out of Cobram, on Thurs.28.8. 
A T class loco was called from Shepparton, after 
delivering the Down goods early Wednesday morning. 


~ — 
i 


i 


The T loco pushed the train into Cobram after they 
temporarily patched the hose fittings, and connections 
on the front of B80. The T loco made up the Up 
Cobram pass. that morning, and met a B class at 
Numurkah from the Down oil. The B loco took the Up 
pass. to Melbourne. Then the T class picked up defec- 
tive B80 from Cobram, and headed light engine to 
Melbourne for repairs later that morning. (MT) 


Late Overland: On 30th September the eastbound 
Overland departed Adelaide as X45 and X52 hauling 
13. During the night, somewhere between Tailem 
Bend and Horsham, X45 was shut down after a water 
hose burst. The failed loco remained on the train to 
complete its journey to Melbourne. This resulted in the 
unusual situation of the lead loco running dead, while 
the trailing loco, X52, provided the sole motive power. 
Although X52 could handle the load, it was unable to 
maintain timetable, departing Ararat 06 00, Ballarat 
07 25, through Warrenheip 07 38 and arriving Spencer 
St at 09 26. (PC) 


ea rf 
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These trucks were derailed at Camberwell due to the track spreading. Before they could be rerailed they were 


filled and it took ten days to rerail them. (Ken Williams) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 
Last month’s answer: The following classes of steam 
and diesel share the same numbers: 


B Class (Diesel Co-Co) (Steam 2-4-0) Nos. 60-84 
(Odd Nos.) 


M Class (Diesel 0-6-ODH) (Steam 4-4-0T) No. 232 
N Class (Diesel Co-Co) (Steam 2-8-2) Nos. 451-460 
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S Class (Diesel Co-Co) (Steam 4-6-2) Nos. 300-303 
X Class (Diesel Co-Co) (Steam 2-8-2) Nos. 31-54 

Y Class (Diesel Bo-Bo) (Steam 0-6-0) Nos. 101-132. 
This month’s question: Which letter of the alphabet 


has the distinction of beginning most station names in 
Victoria and, not counting Z, which begins the least? 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc 


New group: Just a mention of a new group being set up 
to preserve our diesel and electric heritage. It is the 
‘Diesel and Electric Traction Group’ and will preserve 
worthy examples of the classes which are disappearing 
today. For more information write to: ‘Diesel and 
Electric Traction Group’ P.O. Box 187, Noble Park, 
Vic. 3174. 


Work set to start on Skitube: Work will begin soon on 
Australia’s highest railway — the $30 million Perisher 
Skitube into the Kosciusko snowfields. Surveying 
teams waded through highland swamps last week to 


- begin pegging out the site of the downhill railway sta- 


tion at Bullock’s Hut, on the Thredbo River. As soon 
as the ski-ing season finishes, the Skitube consortium 
expects to start work on the station and the railway 
tunnel under the mountain. 

The first section of the railway will be a 3.3 kilometre 
tunnel from the Bullock’s Hut station, near the Alpine 
Way, up the mountain to the Perisher Valley Resort. 
This is due to be completed for the 1986 ski season. A 
second section of 2.6 kilometres to the proposed Blue 
Cow Ski Resort is expected to be completed a year later 
at a cost of $10 million. 

The State Government is expected to announce the 
successful tenderer for the new Blue Cow Resort 
shortly. The State Government in June gave approval 
for the Skitube, which will revolutionise transport into 


_ the ski fields. The Skitube will be the only means of 


transport to the new Blue Cow Resort, which has been 


_ designed for day skiers. 


The railway, built to Swiss standards, would use a 


_ cog-drive system. Initially there would be three trains 
each of two carriages. Each carriage would hold 225 


standing passengers, with some seats for elderly and 


_ incapacitated people. 


Information sought: A reader is asking for informa- 


_ tion on the Bungaree, Lal Lal, Burrumbeet, Ballarat 


and Geelong Racecourse lines, for a future Newsrail 
article. Information required: 
Track diagrams, maps, station plans. 

S & A circulars. 

Weekly Notices 

Timetables, etc. 

or copies of the same 
Please send to News Editor’s address, where the infor- 
mation will be passed on to the appropriate person. 
Thank you. 


_ ANSWER TO ‘WHERE IS IT’ 


The answer is Koroit. It was built in 1906 and viewed 
from the Down end, looking at the men’s toilets, first 
then the ladies’ waiting room and of course the book- 
ing, telegraph and parcels office under the high roof. 
There used to be a picket fence and double gates run- 
ning to the left out of the picture to the dock road. 
Whilst down the other end was a shelter (van goods?), 
aramp — still there, and the lamp room. Over the road 
was the water tower and the Railway Coffee Palace, 
which, appropriately enough, was next to the DR. 
Across the tracks is a six door goods shed. Does any 
reader know why the dock road was used and why such 
a big goods shed? Oh yes, there was another water 
ee just beyond the Down end of the platform. 
A 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 323. 


WANTED TO SELL 


A.C. 3 Rail HO European Steam and Electric Locomotives 
— Rivarossi and Roco. P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly St., 
Gisborne, Vic. 3437. 


Video Tapes of South African Steam — Listed below are 
the 10 video tapes that are available: 


1. Sir Lowry’s Pass — April 1975: Featuring classes 23 
and 25NC on the trip down to the Cape. The main theme is 
Sir Lowry’s Pass to Elgin featuring classes GEA, 19C, 
14CRB and 15A. 


2. Garratts in Natal — 1974 and 1976: Featuring — 
GMAM (City View to Schroders), GCA (Donnybroook to 
Underberg), GF (Thorneville to Richmond), NGG16 (High- 
flats to Umzinto), GO and GEA (Gingindlovu to Eschowe). 
N.B. This film does have a few places where the film jerks 
due to camera trouble, but we could not leave it out for its 
interest value. 


3. Free State Steam: 15F and 23 (Bloemfonteen to Kroon- 
stad December 1975), 15F (Hennemen to Allanridge 
January 1976), 15F, 19D and 23 (Kroonstad to Klerksdorp 
January 1976). 


4. Cape Northern: Modified 19D No. 2644 (Mafeking to 
Vryborg July 1980), 15F and 25NC (Kimberley to Perdeberg 
July 1980), 16E and 15E (last run of Drakensberg). 


5. Cape Eastern No. 1: East London Suburban 12AR 
15AR 14CRB, Port Affred to Grahamstown 19D, Barkly East 
to Lady Grey 19D, Burgersdorp to Stegusberg 15AR. 


6. Eastern Transvaal No. 1: Breyton to Piet Retief GMAM 
15F 15CA 15AR, Pretoria to Witbank 15CA. 


7. Cape Midlands No. 1: Lootsberg GMAM 19D and 19B. 
Klyilaat to Oudtshoorn 19D. 

8. Union Limited — 1977: Featuring the following classes 
— 14AR, 25NC, 25COND, 16E, 15E, GMAM, 15F and 52. 
Complete documentary of this superb special train. It also 
includes 16E No. 858 at the head of the Drakensberg from 
Kimberley to Dedar, Poorden Eiland depot scenes, SA Vaal 
departure from Cape Town harbour, and of course the train 
from Johannesburg to Cape Town and back. Some superb 
shots of 16E at full speed in the Free State. 

9. Corridor Dining Express — 1978: This includes class 
19D on the Estcourt - Bergville line, the blue NGG13 at 
Estcourt, the famous 15F of Jon Pretorious at Newcastle 
plus the special from Gloencoe to Durban and return. 
Other classes include — 15F, 12AR, GMAM, GMAM and 
14R, 3 x 1E Units and 15AR. 

10. Sunset Limited — 1979: A full documentary of almost 
2 hours of sheer enjoyment. Featuring classes — 16E, 
16DA, 12A and 15A, 12A, 12BR and 12R, NGG15 x 2 Apple 
Express, 15AR on Uitenhage suburban, 15AR x 2, 19D, 
GMAM and 24, 24 x 3 (triple-headed Knysna to George), 
14CRB x 2 and 24 banker (almost 5 minutes of slipping 
and battling up Great Brak River Bank), GMAM and 24 
banker, 24 and 19D, 19D and 15AR, 24 and 19D and 19D 
banker, 16DA, 23, and 15CA. This was most probably the 
greatest special ever experienced in South Africa. Get 
ready to sit back, relax and watch the action and drama of 
this fantastic special in the comfort of your lounge. 

All videos are about one hour long (except for Sunset Lim- 
ited 1979 and Giants of the Koroo, about two hours) and 
are in colour with live sound (not dubbed) and commentary 
by Tom Stanton. They are available in either VHS or Beta 
format. The cost per one hour tape is R60.00 and a two 
hour tape is R100.00. Delivery time is around three weeks. 
Remittance to be sent by draft in South African Rand to 
Tom Stanton, P.O. Box 375, White River 1240 or Dick 
Gillatt, P.O. Box 1098, Nelspruit 1200, South Africa. Price 
includes tape, airmail, postage and insurance. 
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I MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES I 
The I 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 
| Phone: (03) 890 7027 I 
e ! Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. I 
Railfan I Saturday 9 a.m. to noon I 
{—--------------------- 4 
| ‘BRANCH LINE | 
I YOUR COMPLETE veGel. RAILWAY I 
| HOBBY CENTRE \ 
PHOTOGRAPHS e BADGES 1 490 *Perphone. (03) 728 1811 3136 | 
I NS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. I 
MAGAZINES — e SLIDES = c.oses: om Mod wa al beth ee 
athe oT L a dha Wa 
| TRAIN WORLD | 
RECORDS : BOOKS 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 
SECONDHAND MODELS Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. : 
| New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 
a a a i a aa 1 
632 BOURKE STREET, HOBBYCRAFT 
MELBOURNE, 3000 1 for Model Railways i 
Telephone: 67 2480 “N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
\ 1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 1 
| Phone: (03) 80 3241 | 
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LATEST VIDEO TAPES OF 
RELEASE! SOUTH AFRICAN STEAM 


Prices reduced by up to 45% for a limited period only 
All videos guaranteed No. 1 copy of the master 


STEAM LOCOMOTIVES BROUGHT INTO YOUR LOUNGE FOR ARMCHAIR VIEWING 
*& GIANTS OF THE KAROO — 2 hours + *® 


Four days on the line between Kimberley and Dedar with the all stops passenger 
being the theme and the following classes of locomotives as the stars: 


Class 26 — The Red Devil including side-on scenes at + 130 km/h. 

Class 25 Cond — was in immaculate condition and reached speeds of 115 km/h. 
Class 25NC — The red wheeled loco with Fran Villers at the helm. 

Class 16E — The massive six foot driving wheels in action. 

Class 15CA — Memories of a bygone era. 
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For full details of other videos available see classified section, Page 349. 
Special Offer: Order any three and get any one hour of your choice free. 


We wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful and Prosperous 1985 
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“Steam Under 
The Southern Cross” 


Features: 


@ Two (2) records or cassette set utilising unpublished material 
from A.R.H.S. archives. 
Steam sounds from all States 
Both State and Private Railway Systems 
33 Tracks 
Detailed track notes 


Description 


The Victorian Division of the A.R.H.S. has pleasure in releasing the new National Record/ 
Cassette set “Steam Under The Southern Cross”. This set incorporates steam sounds 
never previously released by the Society. 

“Steam Under The Southern Cross” is the result of researching the recorded sounds in 
the A.R.H.S. Victorian Division archives. This research has generated an exciting selection 
of steam representative of State Railway and Private Railway operations throughout 
Australia. 

The two (2) record or cassette set captures steam sounds a generaion ago. Thrill to the 
souns of a heavy goods stall, a coalie with a string of four wheelers, a passenger train at 
speed, a suburban tank clanking its last years on a tour and many more exciting sounds 
that one generation grew up with and the new generaton have never experienced first 


Recommended Retail Price: $19.95 


Interested 
in South 

Australian 
Railways? 


BOOKS 
Silverton Tramway Locomotives .............. 
SAR Narrow Gauge Locomotive Register 
South Australian Preserved Locomotives 
S.T.A. Railcars 
A.N. Locomotives 1982 (S.A. and N.T.) 
Mile End’s Steam Finale 
B.H.P. Locomotives 
Bus and Coach Pictorial S.A.................. 
Bus Fleets: S.T.A. Adelaide ................... 
Steam Around Adelaide ...................... 
Quorn Line Album 
900 Review 


BROOCHES 
‘The Coffee Pot’ 


DRINK WALLETS 


A.N. Corporate logo in green or yellow ........ 


POSTERS 


T186 full colour, P.R. Railway ................. 
W934 full colour, P.R. Railway 
‘Coffee Pot’ sepia tone, P.R. Railway .......... 


KEY RINGS 
Leather backed featuring A.N. train........... 


PLAYING CARDS 


AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL. 


SPOONS 
SAR 500 class, F, photo print ............... $3.00 
A.N. diesel train ...............0.00. 0c eee $3.25 
BOOKS 
Some Historically Insolvable Railway 
Problems in South Palatal Hf SG eser nase don $5.00 
WACWODD) 0c seciiation ¢ Bird n od wevanaue se oe $10.00 
Pichi Richi RailWay << sccsnsss ss cawtenaveres $2.00 
Steel Wheels on Railway to Whyalla ......... $2.00 
DOO! spice one teaad vein hie ola ten derpenane air hen ase eae $5.00 
TOO™ sesetedoay Bey. 2 wish ncaa cestncxsnins yous Aus Siakdaned egkerhs $5.00 
Broadway to Port Pirie ...................... $4.50 
Mile End Railway Museum, First 10 Years ... $3.50 
Children’s Colour-in Book ................... $0.65 
Steamtown (Peterborough) ................... $1.50 
. Locomotives of Australian National .......... $5.95 
South Australian Diesel Pictorial ............. $5.95 
On Shed at Mile End........................ $3.50 
History of the Pichi Richi Railway ............ $7.95 
P.P.R. Colour-in Book 1st Edition ............ $0.80 
2nd Edition ............. $1.00 
The Victor Harbour Railway Line ............ $3.00 
CASSETTES 
By Steam to Victor Harbour .................. $7.50 
S.A. 900 Class Diesels, Volume 1 ............. $7.50 
Volume 2 ............. $7.50 
C51 ‘First Days’ (520) and ‘621 in Steam’ ..... $7.50 


C52 ‘C38 class visit S.A. and 
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